
1 

 

 DELAWARE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BOARD 
 

The Townsend Building 

401 Federal Street, Suite 2 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

The Department of Education 

The Cabinet Room 

 

February 7, 2013 

1:15 P.M. 

 

 

Members Present: Michael Casson, Joanne Christian, Samtra Devard, Stephanie DeWitt, 

Marilyn Dollard, Karen Gordon, Cristy Greaves, Chris Kenton, David Kohan, Wendy Murray, 

Whitney Price, Kathleen Thomas, and Jacqueline Wisnauskas.             

 

Members Absent: Mary Pinkston.  

 

Others Present:  Charlie Michels; PSB Executive Director, Paula Fontello; Deputy 

Attorney General, Christopher Ruszkowski; RTTT Chief Officer TLEU, Angeline Willen; 

Director of Teacher & Administrator Quality Development, Donna Mitchell; RTTT Deputy 

Officer TLEU Professional Development, Eric Niebrzydowski; RTTT Deputy Officer TLEU 

Special Projects, Donna Johnson; State Board of Education Executive Director, Deb Stevens; 

DSEA, Kathryn Brown; Wilmington University, Monty Gerhart; Wilmington University, and 

Michelle Kriss; Secretary to PSB.     

 

I. Opening         

Call to Order: Ms. Thomas, Professional Standards Board Chair, called the meeting to 

Order at 1:30 p.m.     

Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Dr. Greaves and seconded by Ms. 

Wisnauskas to approve the February 7, 2013 Agenda.  The motion carried. 

Approval of Minutes of January 3, 2013:  A motion was made by Dr. Greaves and 

seconded by Mr. Kenton to approve the PSB Minutes of January 3, 2013.  The motion 

carried.   

 

II. Public Comment        

  None. 

 

III. Executive Director’s Report 

 Mr. Michels attended an edTPA presentation by Mr. Conley of Pearson at the 

University of Delaware on January 7, 2013.   

 Mr. Michels attended the DDOE Office of Teacher & Administrator Quality 

Development Workgroup Quarterly Meeting on January 9, 2013.  This meeting 
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centered around a new meeting format which included PLC time focused on 

staffing strategies in LEAs 

 Mr. Michels met with new TLEU staff member Jon Neubauer on January 15, 

2013 to discuss Mentoring.   

 Mr. Michels attended the Delaware Association of Colleges for Teacher 

Education (DACTE) meeting on January 16, 2013 and provided the Association 

with a PSB Update.  

 Mr. Michels listened to Governor Markell’s State of the State Address on January 

17, 2013.  He referred the PSB to a handout in their folders pertaining to the 

Governor’s education initiatives and then regulation implications for the PSB. 

 Mr. Michels has been invited and will be participating in the DPAS II Review 

Committee and the Calibration Sub-Committee. 

 Mr. Michels has been in contact with the DE Office of Boards and Commissions 

located within the Governor’s Office regarding PSB membership.  Mr. Michels 

will contact PSB members soon to determine Member’s commitments. 

 Mr. Michels referred the PSB to a handout in their folders pertaining to 

Regulation 1511 Issuance and Renewal of Continuing License.  He noted that 

recent changes in regulation 1598 Delaware Professional Development 

Standards could/should impact Professional Development options and renewal 

requirements.  Other amendments may be necessary in 1511.  Mr. Michels asked 

the Board to consider the handout and speak to their constituents about the impact 

of amending 1511’s Options and how renewal clock hours might be accrued in 

the future. 

 Mr. Michels said a few K-12 educators and personnel from Institutions of Higher 

Education in Delaware will be working on several Multi-state Standard Setting 

Studies for Middle School and Secondary Math and ELA with Educational 

Testing Services (ETS).  He also noted that the current Praxis I will be retired this 

summer and the new test will be available in September.  It will be the PSB’s 

responsibility to set and approve cut scores, with the concurrence of the State 

Board of Education.  He also mentioned that the Board will be looking at 

additional Praxis II tests in the near future for possible inclusion in certification 

requirements. 

 Mr. Michels announced PSB member Jill Lewandowski’s resignation. 

 Mr. Michels said he will be retiring effective June 1, 2013 and suggested that an 

ad hoc committee of PSB members may be established to help in the process of 

selecting the next PSB Executive Director.   

 

IV. DOE Report 

Ms. Thomas introduced Mr. Christopher Ruszkowski, Chief Officer of the Teacher and 

Leader Effectiveness Unit, who presented updates regarding his Unit’s work.  He 

distributed the presentation to the PSB members and discussed the following updates via 

a projected PowerPoint:  Common Ground for the Common Core, DCAS window, 

Delaware Talent Cooperative, Human Capital strategies and initiatives, DPAS II 

Evaluation, educator retention, a Statewide Recruitment Portal, Educator Preparation 

Programs, and Harvard SDP Diagnostics.  He also shared some graphs and statistical data 

regarding teacher effectiveness.  Mr. Ruszkowski then answered questions and concerns 

posed by the PSB. 
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V. Action Items      

A. 1591 School Principal and Assistant Principal    
Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the October 1, 2012 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  After some discussion, a motion was 

made by Ms. Devard and seconded by Mr. Kohan for Final approval of 1591 

School Principal and Assistant School Principal, as published.  The Chair, upon 

noting a less than unanimous verbal response, requested a Roll Call vote:   

  

 Michael Casson  Yes 

 Joanne Christian   Yes 

 Samtra Devard  Yes 

 Stephanie DeWitt  Yes 

 Marilyn Dollard  Yes 

 Karen Gordon   Yes 

 Christy Greaves  Yes 

 Chris Kenton   Yes 

 David Kohan   Yes 

 Wendy Murray  Yes 

 Whitney Price   Yes 

 Jacqueline Wisnauskas Yes  

 Kathleen Thomas  No 

 The motion carried.  (12 Yes and 1 No) 

 

B. 1592 School Leader I        

Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the November 1, 2012 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  A motion was made by Ms. Christian and 

seconded by Ms. Wisnauskas for Final approval of 1592 School Leader I, as 

published.  The Chair, upon noting a less than unanimous verbal response, 

requested a Roll Call vote:    

 

 Michael Casson  Yes 

 Joanne Christian   Yes 

 Samtra Devard  Yes 

 Stephanie DeWitt  Yes 

 Marilyn Dollard  Yes 

 Karen Gordon   Yes 

 Christy Greaves  Yes 

 Chris Kenton   Yes 

 David Kohan   Yes 

 Wendy Murray  Yes 

 Whitney Price   Yes 

 Jacqueline Wisnauskas Yes  

 Kathleen Thomas  No 

 The motion carried.  (12 Yes and 1 No) 
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C. 1593 School Leader II        

Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the November 1, 2012 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  A motion was made by Ms. Gordon and 

seconded by Mr. Kohan for Final approval of 1593 School Leader II, as published.  

The Chair, upon noting a less than unanimous verbal response, requested a Roll 

Call vote:    

 

 Michael Casson  Yes 

 Joanne Christian   No 

 Samtra Devard  Yes 

 Stephanie DeWitt  Yes 

 Marilyn Dollard  Yes 

 Karen Gordon   Yes 

 Christy Greaves  Yes 

 Chris Kenton   Yes 

 David Kohan   Yes 

 Wendy Murray  Yes 

 Whitney Price   Yes 

 Jacqueline Wisnauskas Yes  

 Kathleen Thomas  No 

 The motion carried.  (11 Yes and 2 No) 

 

D. 1594 Special Education Director       

Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the November 1, 2012 DE 

Register of Regulations.  Written comments were received from the Governor’s 

Advisory Council of Exceptional Citizens (GACEC) and from the State Council for 

Persons with Disabilities (SCPD).  Mr. Michels spoke to how the regulation now 

had several minor edits that clarified language, per the Councils’ comments, but did 

not change the intent of the regulation.  This regulation was before the Board for 

Final Approval.  After some discussion and concern regarding the amended 

experience requirements, a motion was made by Mr. Kenton and seconded by Dr. 

Greaves for Final approval of 1594 Special Education Director, as published.  The 

Chair, upon noting a less than unanimous verbal response, requested a Roll Call 

vote:   

 

 Michael Casson  Yes 

 Joanne Christian   Abstain 

 Samtra Devard  No 

 Stephanie DeWitt  No 

 Marilyn Dollard  Yes 

 Karen Gordon   Yes 

 Christy Greaves  Yes 

 Chris Kenton   Yes 

 David Kohan   Yes 

 Wendy Murray  Yes 

 Whitney Price   Yes 

 Jacqueline Wisnauskas No  
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 Kathleen Thomas  No 

 The motion failed.  (8 Yes and 4 No and 1 Abstention)  Mr. Michels will do some 

research regarding who currently holds this Standard Certificate, their current 

assignment and associated responsibilities.   The regulation will then be presented 

for Action at a future meeting. 

 

E. 1595 Certification Programs for Leaders in Education   
Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the October 1, 2012 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  After some discussion, a motion was 

made by Ms. DeWitt and seconded by Mr. Kenton for Final approval of 1595 

Certification Programs for Leaders in Education, as published.  The Chair, upon 

noting a less than unanimous verbal response, requested a Roll Call vote:   

 

 Michael Casson  Yes 

 Joanne Christian   No 

 Samtra Devard  Yes 

 Stephanie DeWitt  Yes 

 Marilyn Dollard  Yes 

 Karen Gordon   Yes 

 Christy Greaves  Yes 

 Chris Kenton   Yes 

 David Kohan   Yes 

 Wendy Murray  Yes 

 Whitney Price   Yes 

 Jacqueline Wisnauskas Yes  

 Kathleen Thomas  No 

 The motion carried.  (11 Yes and 2 No) 

 

F. 1550 AgriScience Teacher        

Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the January 1, 2013 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  A motion was made by Ms. Christian and 

seconded by Ms. Gordon for the Final Approval of 1550 AgriScience Teacher, as 

published.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.     

 

G. 1551 Business Education Teacher      

 Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the January 1, 2013 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  A motion was made by Dr. Greaves and 

seconded by Ms. Gordon for the Final Approval of 1551 Business Education 

Teacher, as published.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.     

 

H. 1554 Family and Consumer Science Teacher    

 Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the January 1, 2013 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  A motion was made by Mr. Kenton and 
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seconded by Ms. Devard for the Final Approval of 1554 Family and Consumer 

Science Teacher, as published.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.     

  

I. 1555 Marketing Education Teacher      

 Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the January 1, 2013 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  A motion was made by Mr. Kenton and 

seconded by Ms. Gordon for the Final Approval of 1555 Marketing Education 

Teacher, as published.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.    

 

J. 1557 Technology Education Teacher   

 Mr. Michels noted that this regulation was published in the January 1, 2013 DE 

Register of Regulations.  No written comments had been received.  This regulation 

was before the Board for Final Approval.  A motion was made by Mr. Kenton and 

seconded by Ms. Mr. Kohan for the Final Approval of 1557 Technology Education 

Teacher, as published.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.     

 

VI.  Discussion          

A. 1502 Professional Growth Salary Increments  

Mr. Michels referred the PSB to their folders to review the latest draft of 

regulation 1502.   The discussion moved to the differences of salary increment 

awards for certain educators based upon the methods by which Institutions of 

Higher Education confer Specialist Level preparation programs.  At present due to 

regulation language, all additional graduate level work may not be recognized if 

the credits were earned prior to conferral of a Masters Degree, but part of a 

Specialist Program.  An example of School Psychologist was discussed.  Ms. 

Fontello and Mr. Michels will continue to work on the draft by reconciling with 

DE Code and the variety of IHE transcript formats. 

 

VII. PSB Standing Committees     

A. Licensure and Certification Criteria    

 The Committee had not met. 

B. Professional Development and Associated Compensation   

 The Committee had not met. 

  

VIII. Other  

  None.  

   

IX.     Public Comment  

  None.    

       

X.  Adjournment          

A motion was made by Mr. Kenton and was seconded by Ms. Wisnauskas to adjourn the 

meeting.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.  


